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Summary: Human Services Efforts to Meet 

Behavioral Health Needs in Western N.D. 
Updated January 12, 2015 

 

Completed This Past Year, Underway Now, or Beginning Soon  
 

1. Use retired and current addiction counselors from other regions to provide 

addiction and other behavioral health services in the west (Dickinson and Williston 

regions). 

Onsite Treatment Services 

a. Since August 2012, a licensed addiction counselor (LAC) from West Central 

Human Service Center (WCHSC) in Bismarck has provided addiction 

evaluations to Badlands Human Service Center (BLHSC) clients in Dickinson.  

b. An addiction counselor from Lake Region Human Service Center (LRHSC) in 

Devils Lake completed a six-week Adult Outpatient Day Treatment Group at 

Northwest Human Service Center (NWHSC) in October/November 2014. 

c. In November 2014, an addiction counselor from another North Dakota region 

was hired as the NWHSC Addiction Supervisor. The immediate focus for this 

position was to establish adolescent addiction treatment in the Williston region 

and to provide weekly walk-in clinic chemical dependency evaluations. (Prior to 

hiring, the walk-in clinic was every other week, now coverage is weekly.) 

d. Other options for temporary staffing of treatment services from addiction 

counselors from other human service centers are being explored.  

e. Currently, NWHSC is almost fully staffed for mental health therapists in Williston. 
The center is recruiting for a psychologist position and is providing the following 
outreach services in the region:  

i. Full-time therapist/LAC in Watford City outreach office 
ii. Child/adolescent therapy outreach service to Crosby one day per week 
iii. Adult therapy outreach to Crosby one day per week 
iv. Adult therapy outreach to Tioga one day per week 

f. Currently, BLHSC mental health clinicians provide outpatient therapy at 
outreach offices in Beach, Bowman, and Hettinger, N.D. 

g. Currently North Central Human Service Center (NCHSC) in Minot mental health 
therapists provides therapy outreach services to these locations: 

i. Adult therapy to Stanley once a week 
ii. Child/adolescent therapy to Stanley once a week 
iii. Therapy to Rugby once a week 
iv. Therapy to New Town one day a week 

h. Residential addiction treatment services for NWHSC clients are provided by 
the treatment/residential programs at NWHSC. NCHSC in Minot is providing 
supervisory support to NWHSC by sharing a clinical director, medical director, 
fiscal manager and supervisor of the Partnerships Program for Children’s Mental 
Health in both regions.  
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i. BLHSC has hired an Addiction Technician (current Addiction Counselor 
Trainee in the Dickinson Addiction Training Consortium) full time. It is expected 
that this individual will complete her training practicum in February 2015 and will 
be licensed and able to work independently and bill for services as of March 
2015. 

 

Telehealth Services 

a. Since spring 2014, WCHSC counselors have provided addiction evaluations to 

BLHSC clients via telehealth from Bismarck. 

i. In January 2015, BLHSC started providing a Walk-In Clinic for addiction 

evaluations using telehealth.  

b. Beginning January 2015, a retired Northeast Human Service Center (NEHSC) 

counselor will provide addiction evaluations to clients in the BLHSC region via 

telehealth from Grand Forks.  

i. BLHSC clients who live in Golden Valley County will be able to access these 

addiction evaluation services at a telehealth site set up at the county 

social service office in Beach, N.D. 

c. NWHSC clients have access to psychiatry services through telehealth 

between NCHSC in Minot and NWHSC in Williston. 

d. NWHSC hired one psychology resident in October 2014 who is based in Minot 

and travels two days per week to Williston, and will begin providing teletherapy 

in early 2015.  

e. NWHSC continues efforts to recruit a second psychologist for Williston and is 

currently using the National Student Loan Repayment Recruitment Program 

to assist in seeking out candidates. Other options for recruitment will be explored 

for this position.  

f. Once a second psychologist is hired, NWHSC plans to resume efforts to hire a 

psychometrist to assist with the psychological testing and interactions with 

clients participating in telehealth services. 

g. BLHSC clients have access to a psychiatrist who provides face-to-face visits 

three times a week and telehealth psychiatry services weekly from WCHSC. 

h. BLHSC is currently recruiting for a psychology position that has been vacant 

since September 2014.  

 

2. Continue to contract with Montgomery and Associates to provide addiction 

treatment services to NWHSC clients in Williston during the 2013-2015 biennium. 

a. In January 2014, started providing 20 hours of treatment services per week. 

b. Since April 2014, has been contracted to provide 40 treatment hours per week.  

 

3. Developed a proposal for the provision of addiction services in the west. 

a. DHS will contract with qualifying providers who agree to the scope of service 

and can serve western N.D.  
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b. DHS is seeking different tiers of services from addiction evaluation to 

residential treatment, and will provide the space, client referrals, and payment for 

services provided to DHS clients in western North Dakota.  

c. DHS sent letters to private providers in November 2014 making them aware of 
this opportunity and has received inquiries from seven providers. 

d. DHS continues to move forward to secure other addiction services resources.    
 

4. Is currently using recruitment and moving expense options to encourage 

licensed addiction counselors to serve western North Dakota. 

a. A trainee in the NEHSC community consortium is showing interest in moving to 

the NWHSC region. 

 

5. Will provide space at NCHSC in Minot in January 2015 for First Link, in 

coordination with the N.D. Department of Health, to host a SafeTALK Suicide 

Intervention Train-the- Trainer course 

a. Is an extension of Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) 

b. Will train four human service center clinicians from Region I and II  

 

6. Sponsored Mental Health First Aid Training in Williston in August 2014 with 

support from federal partners.  

a. Training focused on identifying risk factors, warning signs, and how to take action 

to help people who are developing a mental illness or in a crisis.  

b. Was attended by 20 people who are now certified trainers.  

 

7. Currently exploring implementing retention bonuses for current DHS addiction 

counselors, increasing starting salaries, and making classification adjustments.  

 

 

2015-2017 Executive Budget Recommendation  

 

1. Includes funds to continue to contract with Montgomery and Associates to provide 

addiction treatment services to NWHSC clients in Williston. 

 

2. Includes funding to continue inpatient hospitalization contracts to serve DHS clients 

from the Bismarck, Dickinson, Fargo, Grand Forks, and Minot regions closer to home 

and to reduce State Hospital admissions.  

 

3. Includes $180,492 in federal block grant funding that DHS MHSA Division has carved 

out in its base budget to support substance abuse treatment services in western 

North Dakota.  

 

4. Includes funding for these licensed addiction full time equivalent positions serving 

western North Dakota: NWHSC in Williston (4 FTE: 3 vacant), NCHSC in Minot (13 
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FTE: 1 vacant), WCHSC in Bismarck (15 FTE), and BLHSC in Dickinson (3.5 FTE: 1.5 

vacant).  

 
5. Expands mobile mental health crisis unit services to the West. 

a. Expand to the NWHSC and BLHSC regions to serve residents of the Williston 

and Dickinson regions beginning July 1, 2016 

b. Expand to the NCHSC region to serve Minot region residents beginning Oct. 1, 

2016 

 

6. Includes funding for a 10-bed facility in the BLHSC region to offer Integrated Dual 

Disorder Treatment Services to people diagnosed with both serious addiction and 

mental health needs beginning January 2016. 

 

7. Adds four Alternative Care Services beds in the WCHSC region (Bismarck region) 

to meet the increased demand for social detoxification and crisis stabilization services.   

a. Expands existing contract with Dacotah Foundation 

b. Could begin serving people January 1, 2016. 

 

8. Expands Integrated Dual Disorder Treatment Services in the WCHSC region for 

people affected by both chronic addiction and serious mental health issues. 

a. Would provide funding for staff needed to provide the service (3 FTE: RN, 

therapist, case aide) 

b. Expanded services could begin July 1, 2015. 

 

9. Provides a 10-bed Crisis Residential and Transitional Living facility to serve the 

Minot region (NCHSC region).  

a. Would serve people from the Williston and Minot service regions 

b. Would provide shelter and services locally for people experiencing a mental 

health and/or addiction crisis or in the transitional stage of their recovery 

c. Supports State Hospital diversion efforts and provides services close to home in 

a region that has previously lacked this residential care capacity. 

d. Could begin serving people January 2016.  

 


